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LESSON XLIV. 
THE PRAYER OF JESUS. 


1. The Place and Occasion. ‘This re- 
markable prayer given us in John’s Gospel, 
seems to associate itself with the supper- 
room, rather than with the walk from that 
room down into the valley of the Kedron. 
Some of the sayings of Jesus on that walk 
may have been incorporated into the dis- 
course of the preceding chapters; but it 
seems most probable that the prayer fol- 
lowed the soothing and encouraging words 
spoken in that upper chamber. 

‘¢ These things have I spoken unto you 
that ye should not fall away.” ‘‘ But be- 
cause I have said these things unto you, 
sorrow hath filled your heart.” Tender 
words followed, bearing spiritual comfort 
and strength into the disciples’ souls, clos- 
ing with the grand, inspiring exhortation, 
‘* Be of good cheer: I have overcome the 
world ;” and then Jesus, lifting up his eyes 
to heaven, poured forth his soul in that 
prayer which stirs most deeply the spirit- 
ual natures of men, and must for the time 
have drawn the disciples more closely than 
ever to their Master, taken them into the 
Father’s very presence, and made them 
one in a new and strange realization of 
heavenly things. 

2. The Prayer. Regarded in an out- 
ward way the prayer may seem to lack 
inclusiveness. Not all men were prayed 
for, but those who had received, or should 
receive, the truth; who had cast out the 
worldly spirit and taken in the heavenly. 
Jesus was not of the world, and they who 
had come out of the world and joined him 
were then the object of his extreme solici- 
tude. But why? He had lived that he 


might make spiritual things known to men, 
He had sought to bring men out of the 
worldly life into the kingdom of God. It 
became evident that the end he sought re- 
quired the sacrifice of his own life. His 
dying was to be for the salvation of men, 
as had been his living. ‘The work he had 
begun was to be carried on by the disciples ~ 
who had received his word. That they 
were not fully ready to take up his work 
he knew. So in that hour his whole 
thought and efforts were concentrated 
upon preparing them for the experiences 
to come, and for carrying on the work 
that could be his no longer in the flesh. 
So the words he uttered were for them; 
and the longings of his soul were breathed 
forth to God for them. 

It will be seen, however, that in the 
prayer for them was involved the greatest 
of blessings for men. The petition, ‘‘ Thy 
kingdom come,” then took the form of an 
earnest beseeching that the disciples might 
be fully prepared to go forth and labor 
for the establishment of that kingdom, as 
he had declared it from the Father. In 
asking for himself, it was for them; in 
asking for them, it was for the world. 
The several petitions had for their ulti- 
mate object, the gathering of all men into 
the kingdom of God. Not only was the 
prayer all-inclusive, but far-reaching as the 
ages to come. 

3. The Hour. ‘The hour had arrived. 
Jesus knew he should soon be in the hands 
of his enemies, and that his earthly minis- 
try would soon be ended. But probably 
what most affected him was not his own 
fate, but the effect that would be wrought 
upon the disciples. A great crisis had 
indeed been reached. Should what he had 
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done be of no avail, or should the great 
work he had begun be carried on gloriously 
by them ? 

4. Glorify. The natural idea seems to 
be that God would so sustain Jesus in the 
severe trial before him, so manifest himself 
in him, so exalt humanity through his suf- 
fering, that he might show men the reality 
of divine things. He would be so full of 
God that he could manifest God to men. 
God glorifies men by the gift of the spirit 
that leads up into eternal truth; men 
glorify God by living in that spirit, and 
showing the beauty of truth in their lives. 

5. Hverlasting Life. Every thing earthly 
soon perishes. But God is eternal. The 
life that is eternal must be the inspiration 
of God. The knowing God that Jesus 
meant was not simply having some concep- 
tion of God in the mind, but having such a 
realization of him in the soul as to live in 
him. The heart-reception of eternal truth 
is in itself eternal life. 

‘And Jesus Christ whom thou hast 
sent.” Norton alludes to the appellation, 
«¢ Jesus Christ,” as a mode of expression 
not used by Jesus himself, but peculiar to 
this Evangelist. Noyes suggests that the 
meaning may be, ‘‘Jesus as the Christ.” 
It is quite probable that the form of ex- 
pression belongs to the Evangelist; but 
the knowledge of ‘‘ the true God” would 
lead to the recognition of Jesus as one 
anointed with his spirit, and devoted to his 
service; as the one sent to declare his will. 

6. The Glory I had with Thee before the 
World was. This is one of the passages 
cited to prove the pre-existence of Christ. 
Norton shows in his notes on the passage 
that it was customary for Christ and his 
apostles, in speaking of things determined 
in the purposes of God, to speak of them 
as actually existing. To this mode of 
speaking, a strong realization and vivid 
conception of the truth would naturally 
lead, among an Oriental people. But it 
may be that Jesus, as on former occasions, 
identified himself with the truth he pro- 
claimed. Truth was before all created 
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things. He would impress it upon his 
disciples that it was no transient, but an 
eternal, glory that he sought. And, farther 
on in the prayer, he said that the same 
glory the Father had given him, he had 
given to them. 

7. Sanctify them through thy Truth. 
The disciples had received his word. He 
had held them to God while with them. 
He was to leave them. They would be 
left without him in a world that hated 
them. So he prayed the Father to make 
them strong in the truth, thoroughly con- 
secrated to its service. The word of God, 
that which he reveals of himself to the 
souls of men, is truth. 

8. Lhe Disciples sent forth. Jesus had 
given up himself to the service of truth for 
their sakes, that they might become conse- 
crated to the work of building up the 
kingdom of God. As he had come into 
the world to do the Father’s will, so now 
he sent them forth to the work God had 
called them to do. He besought the bless- 
ing of God not only upon them in their 
labors, but upon all who should believe 
through their teaching; and the blessing 
he besought was that they might be one 
with him in the Father. 

9. The Oneness. In the work to be 
done by the ever-enlarging band of be- 
lievers oneness was indispensable. Perfect 
in one! These words do not describe 
what is now called the Christian Church. 
The prayer of Jesus is yet to be answered 
in its reference to organizations. But the 
aim of true believers is towards perfection 
in a oneness with each other, through 
Jesus, in God. 

The spirit that animated Jesus made him 
one with God. It was God in him, and he 
living in God. That same spirit he would 
have in all his followers, — producing, of 
necessity, that same oneness that existed 
between him and the Father, that oneness 
in God characteristic of all who have en- 
tered into the kingdom of heaven. 

10. Be with me where Iam. That is, in 
the same spiritual condition. Then the 
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disciples would behold the glory of Jesus, 
the glory that would be his even in the ap- 
proaching hours, dark as they would seem 
on the earthly side. The eternal God is the 
inspirer and lover of truth and righteous- 
ness. Before the foundation of the world, 
He to whom the future is as the past 
loved the preachers of truth and the doers 
of righteousness. In the unfolding of the 
purposes of God, Jesus had come into the 
world, and performed his mission. The 
process of unfolding would still go on. 
However things might appear, nothing was 
so certain as that God would love and 
bless his own. 

In this is manifested the supreme desire 
of Jesus, as expressed in the words that fell 
from his lips. He wished the disciples to 
sce as he saw the glory of a life that was in 
God. He wanted them to know through 
whatever’ conflict he might have to pass, 
however God might seem to desert him, 
that God would be ever with him. He was 
sure of God’s love. In the very nature 
of things it had been decreed him from 
eternity. And as God had loved him, so 
would he love them. 


LESSON XLV. 
GETHSEMANE. 


1. The Walk. After the prayer, prepara- 
tions were made for leaving the house, 
and going to Mount Olives. It was very 
late in the evening, perhaps near midnight. 
The streets were deserted; but all Jeru- 
salem was awake; for in every house the 
paschal supper was still in progress. The 
moon was near enough the zenith to throw 
its rays into the narrow streets. 

Jesus moved along silently with his com- 
panions, till he had passed out of the city- 
gate, and begun to descend into the valley 
by the path he had so often traversed. 
Olivet seemed quietly at rest in the moon- 
light, and all things betokened peace. The 
very beauty and calmness of the scene may 
have excited in Jesus a keener sense of the 
spiritual warfare to he accomplished. The 
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peace imaged forth by nature could come 
into the world of man only through stern 
conflict. Even then the powers of evi 
were gathering their forces in the vain hope 
of crushing out the truth. 

2. The Swords. Luke (xxii. 35-38) 
records a conversation in reference to a 
preparation for the work upon which the 
disciples were to be sent, which it is some- 
what difficult to place. The Evangelist 
makes it follow the warning to Peter, and 
the announcement of his denial. But it is 
very evident that Luke’s arrangement of 
events has but little reference to their regu- 
lar sequence. This conversation may seem 
to connect itself very naturally with the 
departure from the supper-room, the tying 
on of sandals, girding up of garments, tak- 
ing of staves for the walk. But it seems 
more likely that after that solemn and 
affecting prayer, the going forth was almost 
in silence. Could the disciples, then, have 
understood Jesus to speak literally of a 
sword P 

If the incident narrated did not occur at 
that time, there is some reason to suppose 
that it may have transpired near the con- 
clusion of the walk into the valley of the 
Kedron. Then was the last opportunity 
Jesus had of discoursing with the disciples 
together. In that serene hour, all nature 
at peace, it may be that the bitter thought 
of the world’s hatred of the truth came into 
his heart, and of the rough way that lay 
before the disciples. ‘They were no more 
to be sent forth on short missions, almost 
under the Master’s eye, and needing no 
instructions but just to speak the word that 
came to them, and do the thing nearest at 
hand, and then comeback to him. But 
their Master was to be treated as a male- 
factor, and they would be involved in his 
condemnation. No longer could they rely 
upon the hospitality of their countrymen, 
or depend upon the protection of the law. 
They must rest upon themselves; use fore- 
sight, discretion, patience, prudence. It 
would be necessary for them to look out 
for their own safety, to sell their garmen 


164. 


even to buy a sword. In this Jesus was 
impressing upon them the changed circum- 
stances under which they were to go forth, 
and not counselling them to arm in self- 
defence. 

It is probable that the disciples under- 
stood Jesus to refer to an immediate neces- 
sity for self-defence, and therefore took 
him literally. There were two swords 
among them, which they produced. ‘Lord, 
here are two swords.” Jesus sadly an- 
swered, ‘‘ It is enough.” It was no use to 
explain further. Coming events must do 
the rest. 

3. Gethsemane. Just over the Kedron, at 
the foot of Olivet, near the intersection of 
the two paths leading over the mount, was 
an ‘‘ oil-press,” which gave its name, Geth- 
semane, to the garden or orchard surround- 
ing it. The place is now marked by eight 
large olive-trees, which Stanley describes 
‘¢as the most venerable of their race on 
the surface of the earth.” This garden 
may have belonged to some friend of 
Jesus. 

4, The Disciples at the Garden. Upon 
arriving at the garden, Jesus left all the 
disciples, excepting Peter, James, and 
John, at, the entrance. ‘They were to sit 
there while he went within to pray. Then 
taking the three with him, for company and 
sympathy, he retired into the garden. As 
he passed into the shade an exceeding 
heaviness came over him. His soul was 
sorrowful even unto death. He must be 
alone as he wrestled in prayer with God. 
Leaving the three disciples to watch, he 
passed still farther into the shade, and was 
alone in his agony. How long he remained 
is only partially intimated; but he found 
the disciples asleep on his return to them. 
‘What! could ye not watch with me one 
hour?” The disciples were awakened, and 
he again withdrew. Not yet had calmness 
come into his soul. Still he struggled with 
his fate; but above all sought acquiescence 
in the divine will. Rising from the ground, 
as he paced back and forth, he came again 
near the disciples. Sleep had once more 


THE TEACHER'S GUIDE. 


overpowered them. They knew not what 
to answer for themselves. Out of the 
depths of his own experience he answered 
for them, ‘‘ The spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.” Then again he 
passed into the shadows of the olive-trees, 
his soul immersed in thicker glooms. Once 
more the agonizing prayer went forth to 
God. It was heard and answered. The 
angel of pity came not to remove the cup; 
but the angel of strength, to enable him to 
drink it to the very dregs. ‘‘ Sleep on 
now, and take your rest,” he said, in sym- 
pathizing tones, as he returned to the disci- 
ples. ‘‘ Watch and pray,” he had said 
before, ‘‘lest ye enter into temptation ;” 
but now they could gain only that prepa- 
ration for approaching excitements and 
perils, which would come through sleep. 

5. The Agony of Jesus. That this was 
greater than is ordinarily endured by men 
who are called to suffer for the truth, may 
be readily admitted. Very many examples 
of men and women who have shown greater 
apparent fortitude under circumstances that 
had some outward similarity, might be ad- 
duced. All the details given by the first 
three evangelists certainly give the idea of 
most intense suffering. There is some 
doubt about Luke xxii. 48, 44, as those 
verses do not appear in some of the best 
manuscripts. But even if written by 
Luke, there is no need of supposing the 
passages to assert the visible descent of 
an angel, or the actual oozing forth of 
drops of blood. Norton omits the;verses. 
Noyes translates as in the common version, 
**and his sweat was as it were great drops 
of blood.” Some translators think the 
original implies sweat mingled with blood. 

Matthew and Mark give the fullest de- 
scription of the Gethsemane scene. Luke’s 
account is briefer and somewhat different, 
but its statements are not irreconcilable 
with those of the other evangelists. John 
makes no reference to what occurred in 
the garden previous to the arrest. 

6. The Cause of this Agony. Much, 
very much, has been written upon this 
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topic. Those writers, however, who have 
emphasized the divinity of Christ have 
felt more the necessity of finding some 
explanation outside of the natural course 
of things, than those who have emphasized 
his humanity. The former have repre- 
sented this suffering as a part of the great 
scheme of atonement. Christ as God was 
bearing the punishment due to sinners, 
that through his death they might be re- 
deemed. ‘The latter class find in the human 
nature of Christ, and the circumstances 
that then environed him, all that can be 
comprehended of the deep agony of his 
soul, 

Jesus was a young man. Half of the 
threescore years and ten allotted to man 
had not passed. A pure soul with more 
than prophetic vision, he had entered 
upon his mission with heavenly fervor. 
His ideal, born of the spirit, was the lof- 
tiest any human imagination had or has 
framed. Divinely sympathetic, entering 
into all the woes and wants of humanity, 
and conscious in the depths of his own 
nature of all that humanity might become, 
he gave himself, body and soul, to the work 
of raising men out of their narrow worldly 
life into the great life of God. No motive 
had he but his love for the Infinite Being 
he knew as the Heavenly Father, and a 
yearning love for men. Oh, could he but 
bring them all into that relation to the 
Father, which was to him the kingdom of 
God! He entered upon the work in obe- 
dience to the divine impulse within him; 
and so completely did he lose himself in 
God, and so great was his sympathetic 
power over men, that he wrought such 
works as never had been wrought by man. 
He had his days of triumph, when he saw 
Satan like lightning fall from heaven, and 
the Son of Man coming in power and 
great glory. 

But he had his disappointments, griev- 
ous disappointments. Men would not an- 
swer to his loving call. Those whom he 
would bless cursed him. He was put 
under ban. His life was sought. By 
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degrees it came upon him that his obe- 
dience to the divine instinct within him was 
bringing him only the hate of men. They 
would not understand him. ‘They attrib- 
uted to him the worst of motives, and 
called his good evil. Then, the twelve 
whom he had drawn to him, and organized 
into a school for special training, how slow 
they were to learn his lessons! Is it not 
easy to see all along this life of Jesus how 
often he must have been saddened and 
pained P 

And now comes this last night! Three 
years has he labored for God and men, as 
never man labored; and what is the result ? 
The nation is all turned against him. The 
Jerusalem that he loved, whose children 
he would have gathered together as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, is 
ready to ery out ‘‘ Crucify him!” One of 
that inmost circle, so completely trusted, 
so patiently taught, is now marshalling the 
forces for his arrest. That arrest must 
soon take place, the form of a trial follow, 
and the end come. At the entrance of the 
garden the eight are heavily sleeping; and 
the three whose watchful sympathy he had 
asked are just in sight, but lost in slumber. 
As far as aught human is concerned, he, the 
most human and sympathetic of men, is 
absolutely alone in that midnight shade. 
Is there not cause enough here for heavy 
grief? Need we subject this innocent soul 
to the bearing of the ‘‘ wrath of God” for 
the sin of men? 

The agony of Jesus arose not from the 
fear of death; though his sensitive organi- 
zation may have shrunk from pain. What 
would he not have suffered that he might 
have won the love of men and led them to 
God! But to be shut out from all human 
sympathy, to be so wounded in his very 
love, what wonder that he put forth his 
hand to shove aside the cup, and looked up 
into the Father’s face to see if he must 
still further drink of its bitterness! The 
Father answered; and divine sympathy 
took the place of human. 

This is not suggested as a full explana- 
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tion, but as one element in his cup of bit- 
terness. Dr. Morrison has an excellent 
article on this subject in his ‘‘ Notes on 
Matthew.” Prof. Noyes’ ‘“ Introduction” 
to ‘‘ Theological Essays” is worth reading 
in this connection. 


LESSON XLVI. 
THE ARREST AND TRIAL. 


1. The Course taken by Judas. As soon 
as Jesus had indicated to Judas that he 
knew of his treachery, the latter, in confu- 
sion and anger, rose from the table and 
immediately left the room. ‘‘ What thou 
doest, do quickly,” were the words of Jesus 
as he passed out. Let there be no more 
of this hypocrisy. Choose at once the 
course you will take, and follow it. 

It was not the intention of Judas to bring 
matters to an issue that night, probably. 
But his purpose to betray his Master being 
known, he feared failure, should there be 
more delay. He communicated with the 
officers on guard at the temple, and the 
priests. There seemed to be no difficulty 
in getting them to enter into his plans. 
Two or three hours may have been occu- 
pied in making the arrangements, as doubt- 
less there was some consultation with the 
chief Jews. At length, all preparations 
were made; and a band of men, consisting 
of Roman soldiers from the tower of Anto- 
nia, the captains and officers forming the 
Jewish guard of the temple, servants about 
the temple, and some of the chief priests 
and elders, followed the lead of Judas for 
the arrest of Jesus. It is probable that 
Pilate, upon the representation of the Jews, 
permitted the use of the soldiers to prevent 
an outbreak. ‘The Jews armed themselves 
hastily with swords and sticks, — whatever 
wasat hand. Torches were taken to search 
the caverns and shaded places. 

2. The Swords. The word translated 
“ swords” means also knives. The slaugh- 
tering knives used in the temple or in the 
killing and preparing animals for food may 
be meant. These would be carried in a 
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sheath for safety. Dr. Morison, on Matt. 
xxvi. 51, discusses this subject very fully. 
The argument there favors ‘ knives.” 
Peter and John, sent to prepare the pass- 
over, would naturally be provided with 
knives. Their knives were the two pre- 
sented when Jesus spoke of what would be 
needed in the future. It was one of these 
that Peter drew from its sheath in the gar- 
den. These slaughtering knives were from 
six to eighteen inches long. 

Most commentators, however, prefer 
“swords” to ‘‘knives.” Farrar, in a 
note referring to Luke xxii. 38, says, ‘‘ It 
is hardly worth observing that to render 
machairai, ‘knives, is absurd.” It is very 
doubtful whether he had considered the 
question so carefully as it seems to be con- 
sidered in Morison. But nothing depends 
upon the name or the special character of 
the instrument. 

8. The Arrival at the Garden. Jesus 
had returned the third time to the three 
sleeping disciples. He had told them to 
sleep on. He no longer required their aid 
and sympathy. <A little time elapsed, and 
he saw the torches, or heard the approach 
of the hostile band. He aroused the disci- 
ples. ‘Rise, let us be going: behold, he is 
at hand that doth betray me.” Judas had 
led directly to the garden, and no time 
seems to have been lost in finding Jesus. 
The latter had no sooner spoken than 
Judas, with his officers, was upon him. 

4. The Kiss of Betrayal. Judas had 
agreed with the officers upon the manner 
in which he would make Jesus known to 
them. As soon, therefore, as he saw Jesus, 
he rushed forward with his ‘‘ Hail, Rabbi, 
and kissed him.” Jesus, in reply to the 
‘¢ Hail, Rabbi,” said, ‘* Friend, wherefore 
art thou come?” The kiss quickly fol- 
lowed. ‘‘ Betrayest thou the son of man 
with a kiss!” was the indignant utterance 
of Jesus. 

5. The Surrender and Arrest. Accord- 
ing to the synoptists, the arrest of Jesus 
immediately followed. But John makes 
no mention of the kiss of Judas, but re- 
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lates that Jesus went forth to meet the 
officers and surrendered himself. This is 
quite in accordance with the supplementary 
character of John’s Gospel. But the rec- 
oncilement of the two statements in regard 
to the arrest is a matter of some difficulty. 
Some writers of note place the surrender 
of Jesus before the kiss of Judas. They 
think Judas was alarmed with the rest, at the 
appearance of Jesus, and went forward to 
give the kiss after his courage had returned, 
in order to redeem his pledge. But it is 
more likely that the surrender followed the 
salutation of Judas. 

The treacherous disciple had been in too 
much haste for his signal to avail. Witha 
few followers he suddenly came upon Jesus, 
who was in the shadow of the trees with 
the surprised disciples. After the kiss, he 
slunk back at the indignant rebuke of 
Jesus; and even those who were with him 
scarcely knew which of the four was Jesus. 
The great body of the arresting party had 
not yet entered the garden. Jesus went 
forth, either into a clear place, or out of 
the garden, meeting the multitude. The 
alarmed disciples joined him. He stepped 
forward, demanding of the officers whom 
they sought. ‘‘ Jesus of Nazareth,” they 
answer. ‘‘Ilam he.” The grand bearing 
of the man, the serene tone, filled the mul- 
titude with awe. They fell back, some 
stumbling over others, and falling to the 
ground. They rallied; but Jesus was the 
first to speak. It was the same question, 
and brought the same answer. ‘Then he 
added, “I have told you that Iam he. If, 
therefore, ye seek me, let these go their 
way.” One of his objects in making him- 
self known, it thus appears, was to secure 
the safety of his disciples. 

There was then an advance of the officers 
to arrest Jesus. The two swords the disci- 
ples had were drawn. Shall we smite with 
the sword ? asked one, perhaps John. But 
Peter, more impetuous, rushed forward, and, 
brandishing his sword, smote the servant of 
the high-priest. Jesus rebuked his bellig- 
erent follower, who had taken him so liter- 
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sword shall perish with the sword. Vio- 
lence begets violence. Then he reminded 
them that all heavenly influences were on 
his side, and legions of angels would come 
to his aid if he needed; but thus it must be 
in accordance with the Father’s will. Here 
was the commentary on what the disciples 
had so poorly understood. Jesus, turning 
to- the officers, healed the wounded man, 
saying, ‘‘Suffer ye thus far.” Beholding 
in the back-ground the chief priests and 
elders, he said, ‘‘Be ye come forth as 
against a thief, with swords and staves? 
When I was daily with you in the temple, 
ye stretched forth no hand against me? but 
this is your hour, and the hour of dark- 
ness.” 

The disciples had, no doubt, been looking 
for some miraculous interference. These 
last words caused them to give up all hope; 
and they fled each for his own safety. 
Jesus, his hands bound behind him, was 
taken back to the city. 

6. The Young Man. Mark mentions an 
incident not found in the other gospels. A 
young man followed, wrapped in a linen 
cloth or cloak. The attention of the Jewish 
rabble being drawn to him, they attempted 
to seize him; but he fled, leaving the linen 
cloth in their hands. Who this young man 
was is a matter of conjecture. It may have 
been a young man, who, suddenly aroused 
from sleep, went out with the cloth in 
which he had been sleeping wrapped around 
him, to ascertain the cause of the commo- 
tion. It has been suggested by different 
writers that he was Mark himself, a relig- 
ious ascetic, the son of the man at whose 
house the paschal supper was eaten, Laza- 
rus, and one of the disciples. 

7. Jesus before Annas. It is only in 
John’s Gospel that the examination by 
Annas is intimated. It is uncertain, even 
from the account there, whether any formal 
examination took place before him. It 
may be that Annas had sent Jesus to Caia- 
phas, before the examination which this 
evangelist records took place, as it is rep- 
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resented as being before the high-priest. 
But it is not altogether improbable that the 
title “high-priest” continued to be applied 
to Annas, —though the office was held at that 
time by his son-in-law Caiaphas. Annas 
had been high-priest. Valerius Gratus, the 
Roman governor, removed him from office 
about twenty years before, and appointed 
another in his place. Eleazar, a son of 
Annas, followed, and next came Caiaphas. 
It was natural that Annas should continue 
to have great influence, and be regarded 
by the Jews, who could not believe their 
high-priesthood subject to Roman caprice, 
as the real high-priest. The examination 
conducted by him could indeed have no 
legal bearing. Jesus was simply taken to 
him out of deference to his age, high posi- 
tion, and as the second officer of the San- 
hedrim; and because his condemnation 
would of itself have great weight in the 
nation and with the Roman authorities. 
It will be as well, perhaps, to consider the 
examination recorded by John, as having 
taken place before Annas. 

The armed band led their prisoner up 
the temple-mount into the city to the palace 
of Annas, not far from the temple. There 
in the court, or in a hall opening upon the 
court, Jesus stood before Annas. The 
crowd, somewhat augmented, gathered in 
the court. The questions of Annas referred 
to the disciples of Jesus and to his doc- 
trines. Jesus had nothing to say in refer- 
ence to the former, whether they were few 
or many; in reference to the latter, he only 
asserted that he had ever spoken openly in 
the world, in the synagogue, in the temple, 
whither the Jews always resort, and had 
taught nothing in secret. To know what 
he taught, it was only necessary to ask 
those who heard him. 

One of the officers then gave the bound 
prisoner a blow with the palm of his hand, 
saying, ‘‘ Answerest thou the high-priest 
so?” Jesus bore the insult with patience, 
and meekly answered, ‘‘If I have spoken 
evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, 
why smitest thou me?’’? Annas proceeded 
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no further, but sent the prisoner to the 
legal high-priest. 

8. Jesus before Caiaphas. Some writers 
upon this subject suppose Annas and Caia- 
phas to have occupied palaces on opposite 
sides of the same court. This supposition 
helps to solve the difficulties connected with 
the denials of Peter. But the probability 
is that Caiaphas occupied a separate palace 
not far distant from that of Annas. It is 
possible that preparations for the trial 
there had been made during the delay, by 
the notification and assembling of many 
members of the Sanhedrim. ‘The depart- 
ure from Gethsemane was probably be- 
tween midnight and two o’clock; and this 
trial before Caiaphas not later than three 
o’clock. 

The object at this preliminary trial was 
to ascertain what could be proved against 
Jesus, and what charge should be brought 
against him. Witnesses were examined 
who hesitated not to falsify that they might 
show him guilty of seditious or blasphemous 
teaching; but no two of these witnesses 
agreed, and two were necessary to establish 
any charge of guilt. Then came witnesses 
who presented a distortion of a remark of 
his about destroying the temple. But this 
did not seem to warrant them in charging 
him with a crime punishable with death. 
Priests and elders grew anxious. They had 
sought for false witnesses even, that they 
might not lose their hold on Jesus. He 
alone of that assemblage was calm and dig- 
nified. No word had passed his lips. The 
high-priest could contain himself no longer. 
That majestic man bound before him, awed 
him, and maddened him by his silence. 
‘* Answerest thou nothing? What is it 
which these men testify against thee?” 
No answer. No charge had been main- 
tained; no answer was required. Caiaphas 
was determined to have something from his 
own lips. ‘I adjure thee by ‘the living 
God, that thou tell us whether thou be the 
Christ, the Son of God.” Thus appealed 
to, what he would have hesitated to say 
when he was followed by enthusiastic 
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crowds, because they would misunderstand 
him, he, a prisoner in the hands of his ene- 
mies, hesitated not to affirm, ‘‘ lam: and 
ye shall see the son of man sitting on the 
right hand of power, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven.” There, in that hour of 
darkness, before false priest and maddened 
crowd, he affirmed his mission, and the 
triumph of the divine principles he pro- 
claimed. 

The trial was over. The high-priest 
rent his robes in horror of the blasphemy. 
What need of further witnesses? Ye have 
heard for yourself his blasphemy. What 
say you? And they cried out, He is guilty 
of death. It was now only necessary to 
bring Jesus before the Sanhedrim legally 
assembled, to secure his condemnation. 

9. The Interval. It lacked two, three, 
or more hours of morning. Jesus was 
kept under the guard of the officers and 
soldiers. They commenced their mockery 
and buffeting even in the hall of Caiaphas. 
It was probably as they were conducting 
him from the hall through the court that 
he heard the loud voice of Peter cursing and 
denying with oaths any knowledge of him. 
He turned and looked upon him, and was 
hurried on. In some room in connection 
with the palace he was kept till morning, 
the sport of the men who had him in 
charge. All sorts of indignities were 
heaped upon him, and he was mockingly 
called upon to exercise his gift of prophecy, 
by telling who it was that smote him. 

10. The Denials of Peter. It is a very 
difficult matter to harmonize the accounts 
of Peter’s denials. Nor is it necessary. 
They come into this lesson only incident- 
ally. They probably took place at the pal- 
ace of Caiaphas. Peter and another dis- 
ciple, who may have been John, followed 
Jesus at a distance. When the oflicers 
entered the palace with him, that other 
disciple, being known to the high-priest, 
was permitted to enter. He went to the 
portress and obtained permission for Peter 
to enter. The entrance into the palace, 
or into the open court around which the 
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palace was built, was through an archway ; 
and this archway was closed by a large 
gate, in which was a small one for the 
entrance of single persons. ‘This small 
gate was in charge of a young woman. 
Some time after Peter entered, as he was 
standing in the court warming himself by a 
brazier of coals, she asked him if he was 
not one of the disciples of Jesus. He said, 
“‘T am not.” Later, Peter came again 
into this archway or porch, and another 
maid asked him the same question. He 
denied his discipleship with greater emphasis. 
A little while after, some men who had 
noticed his Galilean speech accused him of 
being one of the disciples of Jesus. Then 
he denied the accusation with curses and 
oaths, just as Jesus was passing. The 
look turned upon him pierced to his soul, 
and he went out and wept bitterly. 

11. Jesus before the Sanhedrim. Warly 
in the morning the Sanhedrim met, prob- 
ably in a hall connected with the temple. 
This council was the tribunal for the trial 
of capital cases. The sentences, however, 
could be carried into execution only by the 
Roman authorities. Jesus was brought 
before this tribunal charged with blas- 
phemy, which the Jewish law punished 
with death. 

The same difficulties arose as at the pre- 
liminary trial before Caiaphas. It was only 
by drawing from Jesus the same aflirma- 
tion in regard to his mission and its tri- 
umph, that they could with even a show of 
justice adjudge him guilty, and condemn 
him to death. And he who would not call 
himself the ‘‘ Christ,” when the multitude 
would have made him king, boldly claimed 
the Messianic title, knowing it would send 
him to the cross. 


LESSON XLVI. 
JESUS BEFORE PILATE. 

1. Judas. The betrayer of Jesus had no 
doubt been present at all the proceedings 
against him. Whatever the motives that 
led to the betrayal, Judas, as he saw the 
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course things were taking, must have grown 
more and more conscious of the wrong he 
had done. Only the intensest hatred could 
have reconciled him to the cruel indignities 
heaped upon the man he had followed as a 
disciple, or to the diabolical spirit with 
which his life was sought. It does not ap- 
pear that Judas had such hatred; and it is 
plain that he contemplated no such results 
as those to which his treachery led. 

When the Sanhedrim pronounced sen- 
tence against Jesus, the change of feeling 
that had been going on in Judas culmi- 
nated. He could no longer face the iniquity 
he had wrought. In the agony of remorse 
he hastened to the chief priests and elders, 
bearing back the thirty pieces of silver, 
and declaring that he had sinned in deliv- 
ering up the innocent. ‘‘ What is that to 
us?” was the cold response. ‘‘See thou to 
that.” There was no remedy. No testi- 
mony would lead that council to revoke 
their sentence. The wretched man flung 
down the pieces of silver, and rushed forth 
to seek in death relief from the burden of 
guilt that came upon him with such crush- 
ing force. 

2. Pontius Pilate. This man was ap- 
pointed Procurator of Judea by the Em- 
peror Tiberius in a.p. 26. He held the 
office ten or eleven years. Of his previous 
history scarcely any thing is known. What 
has come down to us in reference to his 
procuratorship is not greatly to his credit. 
The procurators generally made Cesarea 
their place of residence; but at the time of 
the feasts visited Jerusalem, occupying a 
part of the Tower of Antonia, or one of the 
palaces built by Herod the Great. 

38. The Pratoriwm. The residence of 
the governor of a Roman province was 
called the Pretorium. Jesus was con- 
ducted to the Pretorium; that is, to 
Pilate’s palace or residence. If, as some 
think, this was the Antonia, the distance 
was not great. But others think it was 
Herod’s palace. This was on a hill south- 
west of that occupied by the temple. The 
valley between was called the Tyropeon, 


any inquiry into them. 


Pilate. 
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‘and was spanned by a bridge. Josephus 


describes this palace as of great magnifi- 
cence. In front of it, between the two 
wings, was a large open space paved with 
rich mosaics. It was probably in this open 
space that Pilate held his court. 


4. Jesus brought before Pilate. Early 


that Friday morning, Jesus, in charge of the 


officers, accompanied by the priests and 
elders and a multitude of Jews, was con- 
ducted to Pilate. The crowd gathered in 


front of the palace, and Pilate came out to 
them, being informed that the Jewish coun- 


cil had brought to him a criminal for judg- 
ment. They evidently expected an easy 
concurrence on his part with the sentence 
they had pronounced. But Pilate, faulty 
as he was in many respects, was too much 
of a Roman officer to condemn a man with- 
out knowing his crime, and giving him 
a hearing. His question therefore was, 
‘‘ What accusation do ye bring against this 
man?” They were unprepared for this, 
and their answer showed that they desired 
a confirmation of their proceedings without 
Their charge of 
blasphemy would have availed nothing with 
“Tf he were not a malefactor, we 
would not have delivered him up to thee.” 
That the highest Jewish tribunal had ad- 


judged him an evil-doer, worthy of death, 


they thought should satisfy Pilate. 

But Pilate was not satisfied. If there 
was no definite charge to be brought against 
the prisoner before him, he would not be 
troubled with the matter. He spoke with 
some impatience: ‘‘ Take him yourselves, 
and judge him according to your law.” 
The Jews reminded him that it was not 
permitted them, under Roman rule, to 
execute the sentence of death. Finding it 
necessary to bring forward some charge, 
they decided upon one most likely to influ- 
ence Pilate. As they were not standing 
upon truth, they had large liberty of choice. 
So they said, ‘‘ We found this man pervert- 
ing our nation, and forbidding to give 
tribute to Cesar, and saying that he him- 
self is the Christ, the king.” 


. A 
4 


_ Jews?” 


THE TEACHER’S GUIDE. 


171, 


Pilate then determined to enter upon an | rather shadowy fora kingdom. He received 


examination; and Jesus was conducted into 
the palace, — perhaps, simply into the 
court, but it may have been into a large 
room or hall. Pilate followed; but those 
accusers, who were so clamorous for the 
blood of Jesus that they hesitated not to 
bring charges against him they knew to be 
false, would not go into a heathen palace» 
for fear of some defilement which would 
interfere with the performance of the pass- 
over ceremonies, — showing how little a 
religion of forms may have to do with inter- 
nal purity and righteousness of life. 

5. The Examination. As Jesus stood 
before the governor within the palace, the 
latter asked, ‘‘ Art thou the king of the 
According to the synoptists, 
Jesus promptly answered that he was. 
But John records that Jesus asked Pilate 
whether the question was a suggestion of 
his own mind, or was put because of what 
others had said to him. The purpose of 
the question seems to have been to remind 
Pilate of the duty of depending upon his 
own observation and judgment, rather than 
upon the reports of others. The response 
of Pilate shows a little irritation, but seems 
a proper one. He reminded Jesus that he, 
the governor, was not a Jew, and that it 
was Jesus’ own people that had delivered 
him up ; and questioned still further, “ What 
hast thou done?” Jesus then admitted his 
kingship, but declared his kingdom not to 
be of this world, as the conduct of his ser- 
vants showed. Pilate had but little under- 
standing of kingdoms not of this world, 
and came back to the practical question, 
‘* Art thou a king then?” ‘I ama king,” 
said Jesus. To this end was I born, to 
bear testimony to the truth; and every one 
that is of the truth heareth my voice. The 
royalty of a man whose life embodied the 
truth, Pilate could not understand; but he 
saw in the man before him a harmless en- 
thusiast, rather than an aspirant for the 
Judean throne. ‘‘ What is truth?” he 
asked, not in a tone implying its reality, 
but in one intimating that it was something 


no answer, nor is it likely that he expected 
one. 

6. Pilate’s Return. The Jews had waited 
without the palace for the result of Pilate’s 
examination. He came forth and ascended 
the tribunal. There was silence. ‘‘ I find 
no fault in this man.” The Jews were dis- 
appointed and enraged. They were more 
vehement in their accusations of Jesus. 
‘‘He stirreth up the people, teaching 
throughout all Judea, beginning from Gali- 
lee even unto this place.” When Pilate 
ascertained that Jesus was a Galilean, he 
decided to send him unto Herod, the 
tetrarch of Galilee, who was then in Jeru- 
salem. 


LESSON XLVIII. 
THE CONDEMNATION. 


1. Herod. Herod Antipas, tetrarch of 
Galilee, has come into these ‘‘ Lessons” 
before, in connection with the imprison- 
ment and beheading of John the Baptist. 
It would seem that Herod and Pilate were 
on unfriendly terms. At that passover 
time the Galilean ruler was in Jerusalem, 
it may be at the old palace occupied by 
his father before the building of the new 
one. Pilate, partly to relieve himself from 
responsibility, and partly from courtesy, 
decided to refer the case of Jesus, that of 
a Galilean subject, to him for his decision. 
The tetrarch was pleased with this show of 
courtesy, and it led to a renewal of friend- 
ship between the two rulers. 

2. Jesus before Herod. 'The morning had 
not far advanced, when Jesus, escorted 
by the officers and soldiers, and accom- 
panied by the chief priests and elders, his 
accusers, appeared before Herod. The 
interview took place, no doubt, within the 
palace. Herod had heard much of Jesus, 
but had never met him. He was glad, 
therefore, of the opportunity of seeing 
him, and witnessing the doing of such 
marvellous things as had been related of 
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him. But Jesus had no respect for this 
licentious ruler, the man he had himself 
styled ‘‘ that fox,” the murderer of John 
the Baptist. He maintained before him an 
unbroken silence. Herod was angry, and 
the priests and elders violently accused ; 
but he would not assume jurisdiction. He 
allowed Jesus to be derided by his soldiers, 
arrayed in a showy robe in mockery; and 
then sent him back to Pilate. 

3. Jesus again before Pilate. Pilate had 
hoped that’ Herod would settle the case. 
But it came back to him, and he was 
forced to make the decision himself. He 
wished to save Jesus. He wished also 
to please the Jews. First, he attempted 
to reason with the accusers of Jesus. Call- 
ing them to the tribunal, he told them he 
had examined him, that he had sent him 
to Herod, and nothing was found in him 
worthy of death. He would therefore chas- 
tise him and let him go. It was his cus- 
tom at the feast to pardon some criminal. 
He would so far meet the wishes of the 
Jews as to publicly disgrace Jesus by chas- 
tising him, and then deliver him up as 
a condemned criminal. But to this they 
would not hear. There was a criminal, 
Barabbas by name, convicted of robbery 
and murder. Not Jesus would they have 
set free, but Barabbas. 

Pilate’s wife sent to him as he sat in the 
judgment seat, beseeching him to have 
nothing to do with shedding the blood of 
that just man. But there were on the 
other side the chief priests and elders ; and 
they persuaded the multitude that -they 
should not yield to the governor’s wishes, 
but cry out for Barabbas. ‘* What then 
shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” 
asked Pilate. From priests, elders, and 
the people went up the shout, ‘‘ Crucify 
him!” ‘* Crucify him!” ‘Why, what evil 
hath he done?” ‘‘Crucify him!” ‘* Cru- 
cify him!” . 

Pilate perceiving that he could not 
pacify the crowd except by yielding to 
their demands, called for a basin of water, 
and washing his hands before all the multi- 
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tude, as symbolic of his innocence in re- 
gard to the crime about to be committed, 
declared that the responsibility must be 
upon them. ‘‘ His blood be on us and on 
our children,” was the response. Pilate 
then delivered up Barabbas, and ordered 
Jesus to receive the scourging customary 
before crucifixion. 


ATTENTION. 


Un ess the teacher have the attention of 
those he is teaching he is as one that 
“beateth the air.” Attention is a sign of 
mind-hunger, and the expectancy of getting 
facts, fancies, or other mind-food. 

To gain attention, have something of 
moment to say. Say it pointedly, ear- 
nestly, brightly, out of a warm, pure, loy- 
ing heart. 

If a pupil seem to be slack and heedless, 
address him an interesting question, or un- 
fold some bright, life-like illustration of a 
truth in the lesson, and thus increase the 
tension of his attention. 

I have seen the following directions, 
among others, telling public-school teachers 
“‘how not to gain attention.” Sunday- 
school superintendents and teachers may 
profitably make a note of them. You can 
avoid getting the best attention: 1. ‘‘ By 
demanding it as aright.” 2. ‘* By begging 
it as a great favor.” 3. ‘‘ By scolding the 
scholars for not giving it.” — Sunday-School 
Journal. 


“ Devoutly read, and then 

All books will edify thee ; 

Devoutly look, and naught 

But wonders will pass by thee; 
Deyoutly speak, and men 

Devoutly listen to thee; 

Devoutly act, and then 

The might of God acts through thee.’’ 


From the Hindoo. 
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LESSON XLIV.—THE PRAYER OF JESUS. 
[Auea. 1.] 


“Sweet is the prayer, whose holy stream 
In earnest pleading flows ; 
Devotion dwells upon the theme, 
And warm and warmer glows.’’ 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


The words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes 
to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; 
glorify thy son, that thy son also may glorify 
thee. 

I have manifested thy name unto the men which 
thou gavest me out of the world; thine they were, 
and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy 
word. 

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word 


is truth. As thou hast sent me into the world, 
even so have I also sent them into the world. 
Neither pray I for these alone; but for them also 
which shall believe on me through their word: 
that they all may be one: as thou, Father, 
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may 
be one in us: that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me. — JOHN xvii. 1, 6, 17, 18, 20, 21. 
Read the whole chapter. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— Jesus prayed that all his disciples might be one with him in 
loving and living the truth, and thus one with the Father. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. When Jesus had ended the talk with his 
disciples, what did he do ? 

He lifted up his eyes to heaven, and prayed to 
the Father. 

2. What were his first words ? 

Father the hour is come; glorify thy son, that 
thy son may glorify thee. 

3. What hour did he mean ? 

The hour when he was to fall into the hands of 
his enemies. 

4. What is it to glorify ? 

To make bright and glorious ; to honor. 

5. Was Jesus seeking honor for himself ? 

No; he would be sustained in the trials before 
him, that he might show forth the glory of the 
Father to men. 


6. How can men glorify God? 

By living true and holy lives. 

7. What did Jesus show in his life, and in his 
willingness to suffer and die for the truth of God ? 

That he lived in God, and that the spirit of God 
was in him. 

8. What did he call this knowing of God in the 
heart and the life ? 

The everlasting life. 

9. How did Jesus pray for his disciples ? 

That they might be kept from evil, and made 
pure and strong in the truth. 

10. For what others did he pray ? 

For all who in the future should believe in him ; 
that they might be one in him and in the Father, as 


he and the Father were one. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. Why is this prayer of Jesus often called the 
intercessory prayer? 

2. For whom does he pray ? 

8. When he asks for himself, is it for his own 
sake or for the sake of others ? 

4. Though he did not pray directly for the 
world, how does the world receive the blessing of 
his prayer? 

5. How does the world glorify its heroes? 


6. How was it Jesus sought to be glorified ? 

7. How had he glorified the Father on the 
earth? 
ee How is it that knowing God is the everlasting 
ife 

9. What did Jesus ask for his disciples ? 

10. In what way did he desire them, and all 
who should believe through them, to be one? 

11. What does ‘‘ sanctffied in the truth’? mean? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The looking up to heaven ; the hour ; the glorifying; the everlasting life ; the glory before the 
world was ; the ministry to be confided to the disciples; the oneness; sanctification in the truth; the 
blessing for all who should believe; the being with Jesus; the love before the foundation of the world; 
the love that should make all believers perfect in one. 
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LESSON XLV. — 


jAve. 8.] 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


GETHSEMANE. 


“‘- When my love to God grows weak, 
When for deeper faith I seek, 
Then in thought I go to thee, 
Garden of Gethsemane.’”’ 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


And they came to a place which was named 
Gethsemane; and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye 
here, while I shall pray. And he taketh with 
him Peter, and James, and John, and began to be 
sore amazed, and to be very heavy; and saith unto 
them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto 


death; tarry ye here, and watch. And he went 
forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed 
that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from 
him. — Mark xiv. 32-35. Read MATT. xxvi. 36- 
46; MARK xiv. 32-42; LUKE xxii. 39-46 ; and JoHN 
xviii. 1. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— Jesus for a time was oppressed with unutterable anguish; but 


he faltered not. 


He would submit to the Father’s will. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. Of what was Gethsemane (Geth-sém-a-ne) 
the name? 

Of a garden, or an olive orchard at the foot of 
Mount Olives. 

2. What time was it when Jesus left the upper 
chamber with his disciples, after the supper? 

It was probably near midnight. 

8. Where did they go? 

Out of the city gate, down into the valley of the 
Kedron, across the brook to Gethsemane. 

4. Did Jesus take all the disciples with him 
into the garden ? 

No; only Peter, James, and John. 
remained at the entrance. 


The others 


5. Did he withdraw from these disciples? 

Yes; that he might be alone in prayer. 

6. What was the cause of his great suffering ? 

We do not know the thoughts that came into his 
mind; but we know he must have felt deeply the 
wickedness of the people. 

7. Did he wish the Heavenly Father to relieve 
him from the suffering that was,to come? 

Yes; but not unless it was in accordance with 
his will. 

8. Were his disciples watchful and sympathiz- 
ing, while he was in such agony, and praying so 
earnestly ? 

No; they were so tired they fell_asleep. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. What and where’ was the Garden of Geth- 
semane ? 

2. What conversation (Matt. xxvi. 31-385; Mark 
xiv. 27-81) took place on the way ? 

8. How were the disciples left 

4. Why did Jesus wish them to be watchful? 


5. How do you account for the great agony of 
Jesus when he was alone? 

6. What was his prayer? 

7. Did he gain comfort and strength? 

8. What did he say when, coming back to the 
disciples, he found them asleep ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES, 


Gethsemane; the walk there; the conversation on the way; the disciples placed on guard; the 
agony of Jesus; its cause; his thrice repeated prayer; the strength gained; the return to the dis- 


ciples; the mild rebuke. 


LESSON XLVI. — THE 


(Aue. 15.] 


ARREST AND TRIAL. 


“Follow to the judgment hall, 
View the Lord of life arraigned ; 
0 the wormwood and the gall! 
O the griefs his soul sustained ! 
Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; 
Learn of him to bear the cross.”? 


MONTGOMERY. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


Now he that betrayed him gave them asign, say- | Jesus, and said, Hail, Master, and kissed him. — 
ing, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is | Marv. xxvi. 48,49, Read Marv. xxvi, 47-75; MARK 
he; hold him fast. And forthwith he came to | xiv. 43-72; LUKE xxii. 47-71; JOHN xviii. 3-27. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. Bie 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— Jesus, arrested by officers under the lead of Judas, was con- 
ducted to the high priest’s palace; from thence he was taken before the Sanhedrim. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. When Judas left the room on the night of| 5. How did he show the officers whom to 
the supper, where did he go? , arrest ? 
He went to the temple, and arranged with the |» By greeting Jesus with a kiss. 
captain of the guard, and the priests, for officers} 6. What did Jesus say to Judas after this act? 
to arrest Jesus. Betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss ! 
2. Did he know where Jesus would probably! 7. Where did the officers conduct Jesus? 
go, when the supper was over? first to the palace of Annas; and then to the 
Yes; he had aca gone to that place with him. | palace of Caiaphas. “ 
3. Was Judas able to obtain the officers? 8. After the trial before Caiaphas, what was 
Yes; andheled them with Roman soldiers, and | done? 
many Jews armed with sticks, to the garden. Jesus was kept under a guard of soldiers. 
4. When did he arrive there? soldiers mockingly treated him as a king. 


These 


Just as Jesus had returned the third time to his 
sleeping disciples. 


9. What was done with him in the morning? 
He was brought before the great Jewish Council. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


. What were the proceedings of Judas? 

. Who accompanied him to arrest Jesus ? 

. What occurred on arriving at the garden? 
. What was done with Jesus? 

. Describe the trial before Caiaphas. 

. What is related of John and Peter? 


Dorp CO DD et 


7. What of the soldiers who guarded Jesus? 


8. Describe the meeting of the council. 
9. How many witnesses were necessary to con- 


vict, under the Jewish law? 


10. What of the witnesses against Jesus ? 
11. On what grounds was he condemned ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES, 


The proceedings of Judas; the band gathered for the arrest of Jesus; the arrival at the garden; 
occurrences there; Jesus conducted to Annas; to Caiaphas; the disciples, particularly John and Peter; 
the mockery of the soldiers; the Sanhedrim; the trial; the condemnation. 


LESSON XLVII.—JESUS BEFORE PILATE. 


[AuQ. 22.] 
“ But, oh! how full of truth and grace, 


Through all thou dost appear ! 
And thus with wonder we retrace 
Thy path of sorrow here.” 


SCRIPTURE 


And the whole multitude of them arose, and led 
him unto Pilate. And they began to accuse him, 
saying, We found this fellow perverting the 
nation, and forbidding to give tribute to 


TREGELLES, 


READINGS. 


Cesar, saying that he himself is Christ, a 
King. — LUKE xxiii. 1, 2, Read Marr. xxvii. 1- 
14; MARK xy. 1-5; LUKE xxiii. 1-7; Joun xviii. 
28-38. 


CENTRAL TRUTH. — The Jews made false charges against Jesus, to induce the gov- 


ernor to consent to his death. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. When Judas found that the Jewish council 
would have Jesus put to death, what did he do? 

He repented his wicked act, and carried back the 
money he had recewed to the priests. 

2. Who was Pilate? 

The Roman governor of Judea. 

3. Why did the Jews take Jesus before him? 

Because they could not put Jesus to death without 
his consent. 

4. Of what did the Jews accuse Jesus? 

Of making a tumult, sayin 
not be paid to Cesar, and calling himself king. 


was in Judea. 


5. What did he ask Jesus? 

“ Art thou the King of the Jews?" 

6. What did Jesus answer ? 

He admitted that he was in one way a king. 

7. What did Pilate say of him to the Jews? 

“ T find no fault in this man.” 

8. Who was Herod? 

He was the Roman ruler in Galilee, as Pilate 
He was then in Jerusalem. 

9. When Pilate learned that Jesus was a Gali- 


that tribute must | lean, what did he decide to do? 


To send him to Herod. 


176 SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 
FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 

1. What is said of Judas? | 7. What answer did Jesus make to the question 

2. Why could not the Sanhedrim inflict the | in regard to it? : > 
punishment of death? | §. Why would Pilate have considered it an 

3. Describe the taking of Jesus before Pilate. | offence for Jesus to try to make himself king? 

4. Did the Jews expect Pilate to condemn with- 9. In what sense did Jesus say he was king? 
out giving Jesus a hearing ? 10. What question of Pilate’s followed ? 

5. What were their charges ? ; 11. Why did not Jesus answer it? 

6. Which one did Pilate notice? | 12. Why did Pilate send Jesus to Herod? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


Jufas; the power of the Sanhedrim; Jesus conducted to Pilate; the charges preferred; the 
hearing of Jesus; the question of Pilate; the answer of Jesus; his royalty; the purpose of Pilate in 
asking “ what is truth? ’’ the silence of Jesus; Herod; the sending of Jesus to him. 


LESSON XLVIII.— THE CONDEMNATION. 


[Auve. 29.} 
“No guile within his mouth is found; 
He neither threatens nor complains ; 
Meek as a lamb for slaughter bound, 
Dumb ’mid his murderers he remains.” 
MONTGOMERY. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, Then released he Barabbas unto them; and 
but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, | when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered 
and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, | him to be crucified. — MATT. xxvii. 24, 25. 
I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see | Read MATT. xxvii. 15-26; MARK xv. 6-15; LUKE 
ye to it. xxiii. $-25; JOHN xviii. 39, 40; xix. 1-16. 


CENTRAL TRUTH. -— Pilate would have saved Jesus; but was too weak and cowardly 


to resist the clamor of a Jewish mob; so the noblest and the divinest of men was delivered 
to his enemies to be crucified. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. Why was Herod glad that Jesus was sent? That Jesus must be crucified. 
He had long wanted to see him, because he had| 6. What did Pilate’s wite do? 

heard so much of him. She sent to beseech Pilate not to let Jesus be put 
2. Did Jesus answer any of Herod’s questions? | to death. 
No; he would not gratify mere curiosity. 7. What was it customary for Pilate to do at 
3. How did Herod and his men treat him ? the feast of the Passover? 
They arrayed him in a showy robe, mocked him, To pardon some criminal. 

insulted him, and sent him back to Pilate. 8. Whom did he then wish to pardon? 


4. Was Pilate then willing to puthimtodeath?| Jesus; but ithe Jews cried out for Barabbas. 
No; he wanted to chastise him, as for a small; 9. What did Pilate at last do? 


offence, and let him go. He consented that Jesus should be delivered up 

5. What did the Jews cry out? Sor crucifixion. 
FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 

1. What do you know of Herod Antipas? 7. What was the conduct of the Jews? 
2. Why did he wish to see Jesus? 8. What message came to Pilate from his wife? 
3. What occurred while Jesus was before him? | 9. Under what circumstances was Barabbas 
4. What was the subsequent treatment of | pardoned ? 

Jesus? ; : 10. How do you picture the scene, as the Jews 
5. What were the relations of Pilate and | clamored for the crucifixion of Jesus ? 

Herod to each other? " 11. What did Pilate do and say, when he con- 
6. What course did Pilate take when Jesus | sented to give him up to be crucified? 

_ Was brought back to him? | 12. What do you think of Pilate’s guilt? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


_ Jesus before Herod; Herod’s character; his desire to see Jesus; probable character of his ques- 
tions; the silence of Jesus; his treatment; again before Pilate; Pilate’s attemnts to conciliate the 
Jews and save Jesus; the message from Pilate’s wife; the Jews; Pilate’s surrender; his guilt. 


